Proinde free translation of Santos Port Authority press release:

APS suspends the requirement for a certificate but
will request reconsideration to prevent
contamination of the sea by ballast water

Published on 6 September 2024 - 17:13

Antaq responded to a complaint from shipowners and ordered the suspension of a rule that seeks to
preserve oceans from bioinvasion by exotic species

The Port Authority of Santos (APS) informs that it has accepted the decision of the National
Waterway Transportation Agency (ANTAQ) to suspend the requirement that ships present a
certificate of compliance with international standards for the disposal of ballast water to be able to
dock at the Port of Santos.

APS complied with the decision as soon as it became aware of it in official media. APS, however,
will request reconsideration of the decision because it defends the preservation of the environment
by adopting the measures provided for in international standards, which seek to prevent bioinvasion
of marine estuaries by exotic species. These can cause extinctions of local biodiversity and social
problems for coastal populations, who live off subsistence fishing, facts proven by studies from
several universities.

In addition, the APS found inconsistencies and incorrect information in the complaint filed by the
shipowners' representatives. Antaq responded to a complaint from shipowners, represented by the
National Center for Transatlantic Navigation (Centronave) and the Brazilian Association of
Cabotage Shipowners (ABAC), against the APS standard (NAP. SUAMAS.OPR.023.2024). The
requirement for the certificate came into effect on August 21 of this year.

The APS accredited a remote inspection system, which uses Atrtificial Intelligence, GPS and other
technologies, which allows it to determine whether ships have discharged ballast water in permitted
areas or have adopted the filtration system, procedures specified by the International Maritime
Organization (IMO) and in compliance with NORMAM 401/DPC of the Brazilian Navy.

When ships carry sewage, toxic materials and even species from one region of the planet in their
ballast, they end up causing severe environmental and public health problems. Many of these
animal and plant species have no natural predators and can reproduce quickly and compete with
native species.

Bacilli or other forms of pathogenic organisms can also be carried from one region to another, along
with the ballast water dumped into the sea. Thus, the problem of bioinvasion grows because
shipping moves around ten billion tons of ballast water each year. This figure reaches 80 million
tons/year in Brazil since 95% of foreign trade is carried out by sea.
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Antaq atendeu queixa de armadores e mandou suspender norma que busca preservar oceanos da
bioinvasdo por espécies exoticas

A Autoridade Portuaria de Santos (APS) informa que acatou a decisdo da Agéncia Nacional
de Transportes Aquavidrios (Antag) de suspensdo da exigéncia de qgue 0s navios
apresentem atestado de conformidade com as normas internacionais de destinacdo da
agua de lastro para poderem atracar no Porto de Santos.

A APS cumpriu a deliberacdo logo que tomou conhecimento nos veiculos oficiais. A APS,
entretanto, vai pedir reconsideracdo da decisdo, porque defende a preservacdo do meio
ambiente com a adocdo das medidas previstas em norma internacional, gue busca evitar a
bioinvasao dos estuarios marinhos por espécies exodticas. Estas podem causar extincdes da
biodiversidade local e problemas sociais as populacdes costeiras, que vivem da pesca de
subsisténcia, fatos comprovados por estudos de varias universidades.

Além disso, a APS constatou que ha inconsisténcias e informacdes equivocadas na
reclamacédo registrada pelos representantes dos armadores. A Antag atendeu reclamacao
de donos de navios, representados pelo Centro Nacional de Navegacdo Transatlantica
(Centronave) e Associacdo Brasileira dos Armadores de Cabotagem (Abac), contra a norma
da APS (NAP. SUAMAS.OPR.023.2024). A exigéncia do atestado entrou em vigor dia 21 de
agosto deste ano.

A APS credenciou um sistema remoto de fiscalizacdo, que utiliza Inteligéncia Artificial, GPS
e outras tecnologias, que permitem constatar se os navios descartaram a dgua de lastro nas
areas permitidas ou se passaram a adotar o sistema de filtragem, procedimentos
determinados pela Organizacdo Maritima Internacional (IMO, da sigla em inglés) e em
atencdo a Normam 401/DPC da Marinha do Brasil.

Os navios, ao trazerem neste lastro esgoto, materiais toxicos e até espécies de uma regiao
do planeta, acabam causando sérios problemas ambientais e de salude publica. Muitas
destas espécies animais e vegetais ndo tém predadores naturais e podem se reproduzir
rapidamente e competir com espécies nativas.
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Bacilos ou outras formas de organismos patogénicos também podem ser carregados de
uma regido para outra junto com a agua de lastro despejada no mar. Assim, o problema da
bioinvasdao cresce porque a navegacao movimenta, por ano, cerca de dez bilhdes de
toneladas de dgua de lastro. No Brasil, chegam a 80 milhdes de toneladas/ano, pois 95% do
comeércio exterior é feito por via maritima.
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